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selves no moral import They gain such import by being
introduced, as necessary connecting links, into the structure
of the system of morality.

Bearing in mind the ultimate moral purpose of all law, we
may describe objective right, or law, as the sum total of all
those various subjective rights and duties which the moral
will of society, the creator of law, ensures as rights to itself
and its subordinate individual wills, in order to the fulfil-
ment of certain purposes; and imposes as duties, in order
to the protection of the rights in question.

This formula does not restrict the nature of law to the
protection of certain goods, or, what amounts to the same
thing, the maintenance of the conditions necessary to the
life of society. Besides protective rights and duties, the
system of law embraces many institutions which may be
termed promotive rights and duties. The superintendence
of instruction, together with certain positive regulations
for the advancement of material welfare and of the most
important interests of culture, are duties of equal weight
with the protection of persons and property, ensured by
political legislation; and they are directed only in part
towards the protection of the existing conditions of life.
Their aim is in equal measure the improvement of those
conditions. For social life, like all life, is change and de-
velopment. Law would be neglecting one of its most
important functions if it refused to meet the demands of
this ceaseless evolution. Hence constitutional law makes
comprehensive provisions for the alteration of existing law
to suit new needs. But in addition to these arrangements
for the origin and abolition of laws, the progressive factor
can never be wholly absent from law as it actually exists.
Only it will assume various forms according to the current
way of regarding the function of the legal order. In an
age that ascribes the prime importance to individual rights,